CHAPTER   XXXIV
AGADIR
1911
HpHE years 1909 and 1910 were a period of relative calm in Euro-
JL pean affairs. Exhausted by their efforts of the previous months,
the Powers for the time being ceased to threaten and bluff. A move-
ment was on foot in the Balkans which later was to have portentous
consequences, but for the moment it ran underground and there was
peace on the surface. In the meantime the Tsar visited the Kaiser
at Potsdam, where the two monarchs were supposed to have buried
the hatchet, and the Russian to have secured the concession of a branch
line connecting the Russian sphere of interest in Persia with the
Bagdad Railway. This meeting was regarded with some anxiety
in Paris and London, for the Tsar had given a plain hint that, if he
were not better supported by France and Britain than he had been
in the Bosnian affair, he would hold himself free to bargain with
Germany. France, in the meantime, had made a new agreement with
Germany about Morocco, which her neighbours hoped would cover
the whole ground of contention, but which unfortunately turned out
to have only a limited and purely commercial scope.
Early in 1911 the Sultan of Morocco, Mulai Hafid, was in one
of his periodic difficulties with rebels, and it was reported that a
pretender was advancing on Fez and threatening to make Mm a
prisoner in his capital. The French thereupon announced their in-
tention of marching to Fez not merely to relieve the Sultan but to
rescue Europeans who were said to be in danger. The Germans were
sceptical about the necessity, but contented themselves for the moment
with saying that a new situation would arise which would require
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